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The Model Code on Domestic and
Family Violence (Model Code) is the
result of a three-year project, funded
by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation,
which analyzed state legislation on
family violence and developed a
comprehensive model code to address
family violence issues facing commu-
nities across the country.  Since its
publication in 1994, the Model Code
has been distributed to and used by
many organizations and individuals in
the public arena who are seeking
legislative and policy solutions to the
problem of family violence.

The Hilton Foundation’s interest
and involvement in reducing and
preventing family violence has not

ended with the development of the
Model Code.  The Foundation contin-
ues to provide funding to ensure that
professionals working in the area of
family violence in every state are
aware of the Model Code, to assist
with implementation of the Model
Code, to document legislative
changes in states, and to provide
annual updates of new state family
violence legislation for those working
in the fields of family violence and
legislation.

This publication is the seventh
annual update and addresses the year
2001 legislative changes made by the
states in the area of family violence.
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 Family Violence Database Available

National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges
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Thanks to continued financial
support from the Conrad N. Hilton
Foundation, the Family Violence
Department of the National Council
of Juvenile and Family Court Judges
(National Council) has been able to
maintain and update its family
violence statutes database.  This
database contains all domestic
violence-related statutes from the 50
states, District of Columbia, and
many U.S. Territories, and is updated
as legislation is added, deleted, or
amended in each jurisdiction’s
legislative sessions.

The database was developed in

conjunction with the Model Code on
Domestic and Family Violence, and
may be helpful for persons interested
in researching a particular area of the
law that addresses family violence.
The Family Violence Department not
only maintains the database but also
has staff available to provide informa-
tion on existing state statutes that
deal with domestic-violence-related
topics.  Individuals can access the
database directly through the
department’s website at
www.nationalcouncilfvd.org, or can
request information from staff
members on existing state legislation.
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INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

FAMILY VIOLENCE
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by Meredith Hofford
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In 2001, many states enacted a
significant amount of comprehensive
domestic violence legislation.  This
legislation created statutes to address a
wide variety of issues and demonstrated
a number of creative approaches to
protecting non-offending family
members and holding abusers account-
able.  Twelve states enhanced criminal
sanctions for repeat domestic violence
offenders and violators of protection
orders.  An unprecedented 19 states
passed legislation that enacted all or
parts of the full faith and credit legisla-
tion of the Violence Against Women Act
(VAWA) I and II.  Maryland and Michi-
gan enacted statutes that clarify
“qualifying protection orders” and
authorize law enforcement to presume
foreign protection orders to be valid,
allowing a respondent to be arrested at
the site of an incident.  A number of
states passed prevention-type measures
that either develop collaborative
domestic violence committees or
councils or address the need to train
professionals who have an impact on
the victim and their families.  Most
notable was Tennessee, whose legisla-
tion now requires that law enforcement,
firefighters, and emergency medical
technicians all receive training in
domestic violence.

Arkansas, California, Florida,
Indiana, Maine, Michigan, Montana,
Nevada, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia
passed comprehensive domestic
violence legislation this year.  For
example, Arkansas created a prohibition
against mutual orders of protection,
enhanced criminal penalties, extended
the time in which law
enforcement can make a
warrantless arrest, and
developed an extensive
statute to address and
prevent domestic
violence in the work-
place.  Maine enhanced criminal
penalties for repeat offenders or
violators of protection orders, enacted
several statutes that protect vital
information of victims and their
children, and removed the ability of
insurance companies to use domestic
violence as a criterion to refuse cover-
age for victims.  In Michigan, law
enforcement is authorized to make
warrantless arrests on foreign protec-
tion orders, the Uniform Child Custody
Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act now
governs procedures for out-of-state
custody decrees and disputes, and state
and county agencies are authorized to
establish inter-agency domestic
violence fatality review teams.
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The general trends, details of trends,
and individual state accomplishments of
the 2001 legislation appear in the charts
and state summaries following the
introduction.

EXPANDED DEFINITION OF
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Fourteen states passed legislation
that expanded the definition of domes-
tic violence and offered relief to a new
category of victims.  Several states
including Illinois, Louisiana, Oregon,
South Carolina, and South Dakota
added “cyberstalking” to the elements
of what constitutes an act of domestic
violence.  In other states, such as
California, Mississippi, and Rhode
Island, domestic violence victims in
“dating relationships” are afforded
new protection, allowing their abusers
to be criminally charged.

UCCJEA
Seven states passed the Uniform

Child Custody and Jurisdiction Enforce-
ment Act (UCCJEA), bringing the total
number of states that have enacted the
replacement Act to 29.  The UCCJEA
protects victims and their children,
while at the same time safeguarding the
due process rights of all parties to a

custody action involving multiple
jurisdictions.  The new states are
Georgia, Michigan, New Mexico, New
York, Rhode Island, Virginia and
Washington.

FULL FAITH AND CREDIT
Although all states have enacted

laws authorizing the
issuance of civil or
criminal protection
orders, available enforce-
ment tools vary from
state to state.  The full
faith and credit provi-
sions of VAWA I, and the revisions in
VAWA II, help provide consistency in
enforcement of protection orders across
jurisdictional boundaries.  To that end,
nineteen states passed some type of full
faith and credit legislation this year.
Legislatures such as Georgia, Kansas,
Nevada, and Pennsylvania enacted
general legislation to provide that the
terms of a foreign protection order
must be enforced as if issued by the
enforcing state.  A number of states,
including Nevada and Indiana, changed
the law to provide that foreign protec-
tion orders no longer need to be
registered in order to be enforced and
that law enforcement shall presume
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foreign orders to be valid, all of which
helps streamline the enforcement
process and ensures that protection of
the victim is continued without
interruption.  Ten states passed mea-
sures to provide that a victim who files
for a protection order shall not be
charged any fees related to its filing or
serving.  To bolster victim and public
safety further, six states, including
California, Connecticut, and Texas,
enacted statutes that specifically
address firearms seizure and relinquish-
ment in protection order cases.

ENHANCED PENALITIES
Criminal sanctions are the most

common mechanism used to enforce
protection orders.  Of the 12 states that
passed enhanced penalty statutes, most
continue to reserve felony treatment for
repeat criminal offenders.  However, a
few states, such as Indiana and Maine,
provide that a defendant who commits
an offense in violation of a protection
order will be charged with a felony.

PREVENTION AND TREATMENT
More than 20 states enacted legisla-

tion recognizing that awareness and an
understanding  of the universal impact
of domestic and family violence are
crucial to creating effective interven-
tions.  For instance, Arizona enacted

legislation requiring the Statewide
Domestic Violence Task Force to design
a process to evaluate the systemic
response to domestic violence and to
suggest recommendations for making
misdemeanor domestic violence
offenses non-bailable in certain
situations.  Oregon
established a Domestic
Violence Advisory
Committee that will be
responsible for establish-
ing a variety of standards
in treating victims,
maintaining their
records, and evaluating batterer
intervention programs.  Missouri
increased training requirements for law
enforcement, now requiring 30 hours
of family violence training per year.
Texas created The Center for Relation-
ship Violence Prevention and Interven-
tion and enacted a law that requires the
workforces in welfare agencies to
receive at least four hours of family
violence training.

OTHER TRENDS AND ISSUES
• Eight states passed legislation

addressing domestic violence and
employment issues, specifically
workplace violence and unemploy-
ment insurance.  Minnesota law now
provides that domestic violence
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victims will not be disqualified from
receiving unemployment if they leave
employment or their jobs are termi-
nated because of the effects of
domestic violence on them or their
children.

• New Mexico enhanced its protection
order statutes by providing that an
issuing court may order the respon-
dent to reimburse the petitioner for
expenses related to the occurrence of
domestic violence.

• Colorado enacted legislation that
requires petitions for divorce to
include information about any
protection orders in place.

• Indiana established an address
confidentiality program for domestic
violence victims, as did nine other
states.

• West Virginia created statutes that
establish and regulate children’s
centers for the monitoring of
custodial responsibility in domestic
violence cases.

OUR DEEPEST APPRECIATION
Once again we extend our deepest

appreciation to the advocates and
legislative councils in every state who
contributed to this update by providing
us with the latest information on
domestic violence legislation in their
states.  Although we have made every

effort to ensure the accuracy of this
document, we receive new information
continuously.  Please accept our
apology for any errors or omissions.
We would appreciate having these
brought to our attention, along with
any suggestions you may have for
making the document
more valuable to you.

The National
Council’s Family
Violence Department
extends its thanks to
everyone who is working
to end domestic and
family violence.



2001 STATE LEGISLATION*
Criminal
Penalties & Civil Orders

STATE Definitions Procedures For Protection

Alabama X X

Alaska X

Arizona X X

Arkansas X X X

California X X X

Colorado X

Connecticut X

Delaware X X

Dist. of Columbia

Florida X

Georgia X

Hawaii X X

Idaho

Illinois X X X

Indiana X X X

Iowa X

Kansas X X

Kentucky

Louisiana X X X

Maine X X

Maryland X X X

Massachusetts X

Michigan X X X

Minnesota

Mississippi X X X

Missouri X
* This chart represents legislation which was passed during the 2001 legislative sessions only and includes
some states’ continuing efforts in these subject areas. It is not a cumulative chart and does not include laws
enacted in prior legislative sessions.
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2001 STATE LEGISLATION*

Criminal
Penalties & Civil Orders

STATE Definitions Procedures For Protection

Montana X X

Nebraska

Nevada X X

New Hampshire X

New Jersey X X

New Mexico X X X

New York X X

North Carolina X X

North Dakota X X

Ohio X

Oklahoma X

Oregon X X

Pennsylvania X X

Rhode Island X X X

South Carolina X

South Dakota X X

Tennessee X X X

Texas X X X

Utah X

Vermont

Virginia X X X

Washington X

West Virginia X

Wisconsin

Wyoming X

* This chart represents legislation which was passed during the 2001 legislative sessions only and includes
some states’ continuing efforts in these subject areas. It is not a cumulative chart and does not include laws
enacted in prior legislative sessions.
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STATE

2001 LEGISLATIVE TRENDS*

Alabama

Alaska

Arizona

Arkansas X

California X

Colorado

Connecticut X X

Delaware

District

of Columbia

Florida

Georgia X

Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois X

Indiana X X

Iowa

Kansas

Kentucky X

Louisiana

Maine X

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan X X

Minnesota

Mississippi

* This chart represents legislation which was passed during the 2001 legislative sessions only and includes
some states’ continuing efforts in these subject areas. It is not a cumulative chart and does not include laws
enacted in prior legislative sessions.

Address
Confidentiality

Firearm
Relinquishment

in Protection
Orders

Workplace
Violence UCCJEA
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X X

X X

X X X
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X X

X X X
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X
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X X

X X

X
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X

X X X

Domestic Violence
Victims’ Qualification

for Unemployment
Insurance

Required Domestic
Violence Training
For Professionals
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Domestic Violence
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STATE

Missouri

Montana

Nebraska

Nevada X X

New Hampshire X

New Jersey X

New Mexico X X

New York X

North Carolina X

North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island X X X

South Carolina

South Dakota

Tennessee

Texas X

Utah

Vermont X

Virginia X X

Washington X X

West Virginia

Wisconsin

Wyoming

2001 LEGISLATIVE TRENDS*
Firearm

Relinquishment
in Protection

Orders
Workplace
Violence UCCJEA

* This chart represents legislation which was passed during the 2001 legislative sessions only and includes
some states’ continuing efforts in these subject areas. It is not a cumulative chart and does not include laws
enacted in prior legislative sessions.

Address
Confidentiality
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ALABAMA
LEGISLATURE MEETS:

Annually, with different starting times depending on the year.
The Alabama constitution limits sessions to 30 legislative days
within 105 calendar days.

DEFINITIONS:
§§ 30-5-2 et seq., pertaining to the Protection from Abuse Act
(the “Act”), is amended as follows:
• the definition of “abuse” is expanded to include arson, causing

physical harm to a family member, causing a family member
to engage in sexual activity by force or threat of force, and
placing a family member in fear of physical harm.

• the definition of “family or household members” is expanded
to cover a spouse or former spouse, including those by
common-law marriage, a parent or child, a person with whom
the plaintiff has a child in common, or a present or former
household member.

ORDERS FOR PROTECTION:
§§ 30-5-2 et seq., pertaining to the Protection from Abuse Act
(the “Act”), is amended as follows:
• § 30-5-3 is amended to authorize circuit courts to invest

district court judges with the authority to exercise
jurisdiction over proceedings relating to protection from
abuse and allows protection orders to be sought as a
condition of release in a criminal action at the request of
either the prosecuting attorney or the victim.

• § 30-5-4 is amended to provide that all courts, including
municipal, will have jurisdiction over criminal violations and
proceedings under the Act.

• § 30-5-5 is amended to require that, in any circumstance in
which a court determines that multiple parties to an action
are entitled to protection orders, such orders shall be entered
separately.
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• § 30-5-5 is amended to prohibit the charging of fees for filing
and service of process upon initiation of a proceeding under
this act.  However, the court may assess court costs against a
defendant or against a plaintiff whom the court determines
has filed an action in bad faith or frivolously.

• § 30-5-6 is amended to require that courts must rule on the
issuance of a temporary order within 72 hours of the filing of
an action or request for such an order.

• § 30-5-7 is amended to permit courts to order temporary
possession and use of an automobile or essential personal
effects, regardless of ownership, in protection order hearings.
Possession is to be obtained with an escort provided by the
appropriate law enforcement officer, to ensure the safety of
the plaintiff and children.

• § 30-5-8 is amended to provide that a protection order will
have permanent duration unless otherwise ordered by the
court in a subsequent order.

ALABAMA
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LEGISLATURE MEETS:
Annually, starting in January and normally ending in May.
There is a statutorily imposed 120-calendar day limit on a
regular legislative session.

CRIMINAL PENALTIES AND PROCEDURE:
§ 12.55.023(b) is amended to authorize a victim advocate to
submit a statement or make an unsworn oral presentation to a
sentencing court on behalf of a domestic violence victim of a
felony or a class A misdemeanor when the victim does not offer
a statement, testimony, or an oral presentation.

ALASKA
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LEGISLATURE MEETS:
Annually, starting in January and normally ending in April.

CRIMINAL PENALTIES AND PROCEDURE:
§ 13-3601 is amended to increase the penalties for a felony

offense of domestic violence against a pregnant victim.  The
amendment extends the scope of the crime of domestic
violence to include stepparents and grandparents and informs
defendants that a third conviction for domestic violence
is a felony.

ORDERS FOR PROTECTION:
§ 12-284 is amended to eliminate fees for the filing of an order

of protection, a harassment injunction, or an appeal.  The
order shall expire after one year, as measured from the time of
service rather than the time of issuance.  The amendment
requires the sheriff to register the order.

PREVENTION & TREATMENT:
§ 13-3601 is amended to require the Statewide Domestic
Violence Task Force to create a plan to:
• evaluate the systemic response to domestic violence by

statewide public hearings; focus groups conducted in rural,
urban, and tribal areas; best practices collection; and
standardized data collection; and

• address recommendations making misdemeanor domestic
violence offenses non-bailable in certain cases.

ARIZONA
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LEGISLATURE MEETS:
Biennially. The session starts the second Monday in January of
odd numbered years and normally lasts until March.  Special
sessions are sometimes held in even numbered years.

DEFINITIONS:
Act 1707 is created to enhance penalties for offenses committed
in the presence of a child.  “Child” is defined as a person under
16 years of age.  “In the presence of a child” means in the
physical presence of a child or knowing or having reason to
know that a child is present and may see or hear an act of
assault, battery, domestic battery, or assault on a family member
or household member.*

CRIMINAL PENALTIES AND PROCEDURE:
Act 1707 is created to enhance penalties for offenses committed
in the presence of a child to an additional term of imprisonment
of not less than one year and not more than 10 years in felony
offenses only.  The law requires the prosecutor to give written
notice that the defendant is subject to the enhanced penalty.
The enhanced portion shall be consecutive to any other sen-
tence imposed.  Any person convicted under this section shall
be ineligible for early release on parole for the enhanced portion
of the sentence.

ORDERS FOR PROTECTION:
Act 1437 is created to prohibit mutual orders of protection.
Separate orders of protection restraining each opposing party
may be granted only in cases where each party:
• has properly filed and served petitions for protection orders;

and
• has committed domestic abuse as defined in § 9-15-103; and
• poses a risk of violence to the other party; and
• has otherwise satisfied all prerequisites for the type of order

and remedies sought.

ARKANSAS
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§ 5-14-103 is amended to provide no-contact orders for victims
of rape.  The law permits the court to issue a permanent
no-contact order when a defendant pleads guilty or nolo
contendere, or when all of the defendant’s appeals have been
exhausted and the defendant remains convicted.

FAMILY & CHILDREN:
§§ 9-13-101 and 9-15-215 are amended to create a rebuttable
presumption that it is not in the best interest of a child to be
placed in the custody of an abusive parent in cases in which
there is a finding, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the
parent has engaged in a pattern of domestic abuse.

MISCELLANEOUS:
§ 12-12-507(b) is amended to add domestic abuse advocates to
the list of professionals required to report suspected child
maltreatment to the child abuse hotline.

§ 16-81-113 is amended to increase to 12 the number of hours
within which a law enforcement officer may make a warrantless
arrest in domestic abuse cases that involve physical injury, as
defined in § 5-1-102, even if the acts committed did not occur
in the presence of law enforcement officers.

Act 1084 is created to prevent workplace violence.  Under this
new law, an employer, an employee, or an invitee may seek a
temporary restraining order, a preliminary injunction, or an
injunction under Rule 65 of the Arkansas Rules of Civil Proce-
dure against an individual who has threatened violence at the
workplace.  The injunction or restraining order prohibits
further unlawful acts by the individual at the worksite or at any
place in which work is being performed on behalf of the em-
ployer.  Under the new law, the court can order relief prohibit-
ing the defendant from engaging in the following acts with

ARKANSAS
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regard to the employer’s worksite, operations, employees,
or invitees:
• visiting, assaulting, molesting or otherwise interfering with

an employer’s operation;
• stalking;
• harassment;
• abusing or causing injury to person or property;
• telephone contact; and
• such other necessary relief as deemed appropriate.
These remedies are available in addition to already established
criminal remedies.

Act 1452 is created to require all new law enforcement as of
September 1, 2001, to complete training in domestic violence
and child abuse.  The law requires all new law enforcement
officers to complete 20 hours of domestic violence training in
the following topics:
• the dynamics of domestic abuse;
• the Domestic Abuse Act of 1991;
• domestic abuse victim interview techniques;
• supportive services available; and
• pro-arrest guidelines, drawbacks of dual arrest, and

practices to promote the safety of officers.

* Some domestic violence experts recommend working within the parameters of
existing laws rather than enacting new legislation that may be more beneficial to
prosecutors and law enforcement than the child witnesses they are seeking to
protect.  Further, the ramifications of such legislation for victims and their children
remain uncertain.

ARKANSAS
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LEGISLATURE MEETS:
Annually.  Technically, the biennial session starts the first
Monday in December of even-numbered years and adjourns sine
die on midnight, November 30th of the next even-numbered
year.

DEFINITIONS:
§ 6210 is created to expand the definition of persons who may
obtain a protective order to include persons in a “dating rela-
tionship.”  “Dating relationship” is defined as frequent, intimate
associations primarily characterized by the expectation of
affection or sexual involvement independent of financial
considerations.

CRIMINAL PENALTIES AND PROCEDURE:
§ 1473.5 is created to allow a writ of habeas corpus to be
prosecuted on the basis that evidence related to battered
women’s syndrome was not introduced at a trial relating to the
prisoner’s incarceration and that, had it been introduced, it may
have undermined the confidence of the conviction.  This section
is limited to judgments of conviction entered before January 1,
1992 and is in effect only until January 1, 2005.

§ 213.5 is amended to require the district attorney or prosecut-
ing attorney to conduct a civil and criminal record and case
search on the defendant, for consideration in those criminal
proceedings in which conditions of bond are set, the defendant
could be released, etc.

ORDERS FOR PROTECTION:
§ 6380.2 of the Family Code is amended to create a specification
that criminal restraining or protection orders take precedence
over other civil orders involving the same persons.  For
example, civil orders involving custody and visitation are

CALIFORNIA
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prohibited from containing language that would violate a “no
contact” provision of a criminal order.  The Judicial Council of
California is required to establish protocols for local courts
that require coordination of all orders involving the same
persons.  The protocol is to include the establishment of
information-sharing procedures between courts to protect the
safety of the parties and to enhance the ability of law enforce-
ment to enforce orders.

§ 6380.4 is amended to require that modifications, extensions,
or terminations of an order protecting a victim shall be trans-
mitted to the law enforcement agency that entered the order in
the Domestic Violence Restraining Order System; the agency is
to update the registry within one business day.

§ 6383 is amended to require the Judicial Council of California
to modify the criminal and civil court protection order forms
to be consistent with §§ 6380 and 6383 on or before January
1, 2003.

§ 6300 is amended and § 6306 is added to the Family Code to
require the court, prior to a protection order hearing, to search
records and databases to determine whether the proposed
subject of the order has any specified prior criminal convictions
or outstanding warrants, is on parole or probation, or was the
subject of other protection or restraining orders.  It also
requires the court to consider any information retrieved by
such search in determining whether to issue the order, and to
notify any appropriate agencies revealed by the search as
needing notice.

§ 6380 and §§ 6400 et seq. are created to enact the Uniform
Interstate Enforcement of Domestic Violence Protection Orders
Act (the “Act”) that authorizes the enforcement of a valid
foreign protection order under certain conditions.*

CALIFORNIA
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FAMILY & CHILDREN:
§ 4320 is amended to include any criminal conviction for an act
of domestic violence, committed by one spouse against the
other within five years prior to the divorce filing, as a circum-
stance creating a rebuttable presumption against an award of
temporary or permanent spousal support to the abusive spouse.
As a condition for rebutting this presumption, the Act allows
the court to consider a convicted spouse’s history as a victim of
domestic violence.

CIVIL PROCEDURES:
§§ 13960-13965.5 are amended to expand the definition of
“derivative victims” to include grandparents or grandchildren of
a victim among persons who qualify for reimbursement under
the Victim of Crimes Act.  The amendment provides that a
victim may seek reimbursement for outpatient mental health
expenses and need not be an adult to qualify for relocation
expenses.

MISCELLANEOUS:
§ 12010 of the Penal Code is amended to add Article 1.5 relating
to firearms seizure.  Article 1.5 requires the Judicial Council of
California to provide the following on protection orders:
• notice that the respondent is prohibited from owning,

possessing, purchasing, or receiving firearms while the
protection order is in effect;

• notice that the respondent is to relinquish all firearms to the
local law enforcement agency within a specified amount
of time; and

• the expiration date for relinquishment of firearms.

Article 1.5 further mandates the Judicial Council of California
to require the respondent to file proof of surrender of firearms
with the court and authorizes them to develop a standardized
form to be attached to protection orders to achieve this goal.

CALIFORNIA
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Article 1.5 also requires the California Attorney General to study
and report findings and recommendations to the legislature
delineating how persons who legally acquire firearms and
subsequently fall within a class of persons prohibited from their
possession shall dispose of them to avoid criminal
liability.

§ 13730 of the Penal Code is amended to require law enforce-
ment officers responding to a domestic violence call to note in
their reports whether they found it necessary to inquire about
the presence of firearms and whether that inquiry disclosed the
presence of firearms or other deadly weapons, and to confiscate
such firearms or weapons.

*Although provisions exist within the Act that are consistent with federal law and
allow for effective enforcement of protection orders, adopting the Act in its entirety
places conditions on enforcement of foreign orders that could endanger the lives of
battered women and children and places a heavy burden on law enforcement to
determine validity pursuant to various conditions.
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LEGISLATURE MEETS:
Annually, starting in January.  The sessions are limited to 120
calendar days.

CRIMINAL PENALTIES AND PROCEDURE:
§ 18-6-801.65 is expanded to allow the admission of evidence of
acts of domestic violence committed by the defendant against
persons other than the victim named in the information.

§ 18-1-105 is created to enhance penalties for offenses
committed against pregnant women where the defendant knew
the victim was pregnant and the underlying factual basis
includes an act of domestic violence, as defined in
§ 18-6-800.3 (1).

FAMILY & CHILDREN:
§ 14-10-107.8 (1) is created to require that petitions for divorce
disclose any emergency, temporary, permanent, or mandatory
restraining orders issued in the last two years.

§ 14-10-107.8(2) is created to require the court to inform
parties about domestic violence services and potential financial
resources available to them and their children.

§ 14-10-129 is amended to change the standard that courts
apply in determining whether a child of divorced parents will
be permitted to move out of state when a request for relocation
is made.  The amendment requires the court to base decisions
in such cases on the “best interest of the child” rather than the
standard established by case law.  (§ 14-10-124 provides that
evidence of spouse abuse is one factor to be considered against
the offending party in determining what is in the child’s
best interest.)
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PREVENTION & TREATMENT:
§ 18-6-802.5 is created to provide a sliding fee scale for costs of
batterer intervention treatment.

§ 26-2-708 is created to require the Colorado State Department
to provide county staff ongoing domestic violence training and
appropriate  materials and to assist counties in developing local
resources to provide support services to past and present
domestic violence victims.

MISCELLANEOUS:
§ 18-6-803.6 is amended to provide that when a police officer
responds to an alleged offense involving domestic violence or
other domestic disputes, the incident report shall include
information about whether children may have seen or heard the
alleged offense.
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LEGISLATURE MEETS:
Annually.  In odd-numbered years, sessions start in January and
normally end in June.  In even-numbered years, sessions start
in February and normally end in May.

CRIMINAL PENALTIES AND PROCEDURE:
§ 54-251 is amended to give crime victims greater access to the
criminal justice system by, in part:
• requiring the Office of Victim Services and the Department of

Correction to notify crime victims when an inmate requests a
sentence reduction or review, or early release;

• permitting all victims, instead of just victims of class A, B,
and C felonies and certain other specified crimes, to appear
and make a statement before the court, Board of Pardons, or
Board of Parole; and

• requiring, rather than allowing, courts to impose financial
restitution as a part of the sentence for offenders convicted of
a crime involving injury to another person or damage to or
loss of property.

§§ 29-28 et seq. are expanded to tighten the controls over the
possession of firearms in family violence situations by:
• creating a single gun permit system that bars a local official

from issuing a temporary permit to anyone who is a convicted
felon or is otherwise prohibited from possessing a weapon
under state or federal law (prior law provided for denial only
to persons believed to be convicted felons);

• eliminating the commissioner’s discretion to issue a permit
before getting the FBI response from the background check
(National Crime Information Center);

• requiring restraining order applications to provide a space for
applicants to indicate whether the person subject to the order
has a gun permit or possesses any guns;

CONNECTICUT

31



• creating an exception in current confidentiality law by
requiring local family violence intervention unit officers to
tell the court if a family violence victim has indicated that the
offender has weapons; and

• requiring state law enforcement agencies to update their
protocols to ensure that persons ineligible to buy or possess
firearms are turning in their weapons and/or being denied
permits.

FAMILY & CHILDREN:
§ 01-186 creates a provision that prohibits the court from
disclosing a child’s address in proceedings under the Uniform
Child Custody Jurisdiction Act when a party alleges that the
health, safety, or liberty of a parent or child would be
jeopardized by disclosing the child’s address.
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